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Greetings from IFAI

Hello everyone in Minneapolis.

I am Sei Shirotani, the president of International
Friendship Association of Ibaraki (IFAI).

This year marks the 40th anniversary of the sister
city relationship between Minneapolis and Ibaraki.
We would have visited each other’s cities in this
memorable year to celebrate our 40 yearlong
friendship, but due to the global pandemic of the
COVID-19, the wish has not come true. It is our
great regret.

Under these circumstances, we are very grateful to
MISCA members for publishing MINNIBARAKI
and celebrating our 40th anniversary.

I read MINNIBARAKI and learned of your efforts
to restore “Bell of Two Friends”, a symbol of
friendship between our cities. When I saw the
photo of the restored “Bell of Two Friends” after a
successful fundraising campaign, I was very
impressed by the feelings of you in taking good
care of “Bell of Two Friends” and of friendship
with our city.

In retrospect, the sister city agreement with
Minneapolis dates back to 1980. At that time, the
momentum to join one of the international cities
had increased in Ibaraki City for the future, and
through the relationship with International Multi
Foods, we signed the sister city declaration with
Minneapolis.

Greetings continued on page 5
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Greetings, continued from page 3

The declaration says; we pledge ourselves to
promote closer friendly relations between our
two cities by means of mutual interchange of
culture, deeper understanding of both
citizens, and mutual diplomatic activities by
the citizens, and we are also determined to
strengthen the bonds of friendship between
the both Cities, and also between the United
States and Japan.

In the 40 years since then, in the spirit of this
declaration, our cities have continued to make
mutual visits in a wide range of fields,
including sports such as youth baseball,
soccer, and tennis, cultural such as tea and
flower arrangement, folk music and dance,
and choral music, as well as study abroad and
homestay programs for high school students
from both cities. We have deepened the ties
between the two cities since 1980.

We, the members of IFAI, will work to further
deepen and continue the bonds and
friendships that have been built between our
cities over the past 40 years through the
efforts of many people.

In conclusion, I wish the people of
Minneapolis good health and success in their
endeavors and wish you all the best.

Thank you.
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